
Berlin in 1968    By Fenja, 11th grade 

1968 was the year of the rebels. People, especially teenagers started motions and groups to demonstrate 
against politics, for a better education, and for peace. 

John F. Kennedy got honored 
in 1963 by the FU (“Freie 
Universität” – Free University 
of Berlin) which was because 
he believed in freedom, self-
determination, and fairness 
for everyone, for one 
Germany, and that everyone 
can live in peace. Since then a 
lot of student- motions 
started, which also makes the 

FU to a very important place in the 68s, because a lot of students who joined the motions went to that 
university. In the 1968s the first exchange agreement between the FU and a soviet university became true 
and in May 1968 a woman, Sigrid Fronius, who was a member of the SDS, became the first female head of 
the AStA. Both, SDS and AStA, were student motions in Germany. Since then, the woman’s role just got 
bigger and , in the summer of 1968 female students from the FU and the German Film- and TV-academy 
also established a group for discrimination against women. 

One most famous “rebel” of those student-motions was Rudi Dutschke, who 
was born March 7th, 1940 in Berlin. He criticized the capitalism, and the 
problems in the 3rd world. He also joined a group called “Subversiven 
Aktion”, which was founded in 1962 by Dieter Kunzelmann, and Dutschke 
became the head of the German organization “SDS” and “APO”, which was 
established by students who wanted change. For this organization he 
planned several demonstrations against the Vietnam War, and political 
views. The students with the same views loved him, but he also had 
enemies. In the spring of 1968 a man shot Dutschke, he hardly survived, but 
then died ten years later because of the long term effect of the 
assassination.

The students were also against the German 
publishing company “Springer Verlag”. They said, 
that the company had way too much power in 
West-Germany (every 3rd newspaper or magazine 
was published by them), so they were able to 
control the readers’ opinions and views. The 
students of the motions demonstrated against the 
company, and they also tried to destroy it. After 
that the “Springer Verlag” sold five of their 
magazines, which was 1/4 of their papers, so they 
succeeded. 



They also had a lot of demonstrations at 
the famous street “Kurfürstendamm”, 
short Kudamm, and also in front of the 
American House, since a lot of people 
looked and still look at those places.

Several politicians believed, that the 
student motions were dangerous, and that 
they were trying to destroy the democratic 
system and the German politics. 

A few students from East-Berlin also tried to follow 
the West-Berliner example, because they were very 
successful, but because of the general live situation 
in East Berlin, the students couldn’t follow the 
example at that point of time.
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