
Economy and Trade in Berlin 
 
Berlin has become an important town for economy and trade sine the time of industrialization in Germany at 

the end of the 19th century. Many important and well known enterprises like Siemens, AEG or Borsig were 

founded at this time and it also caused a deep changing of the urban development, the infrastructure of the 

area as well as in a social way. Nevertheless we describe a  special kinds of  “markets”.  

 

 

„Schwarzmarkt“ Black market trade:  
 

Previously (1945): 

 
1945 most of the goods were sold to Russian soldiers and officers. A cigarette cost of 

eight marks up to 15 marks. For a small packet of tobacco you had to pay 150 marks. If 

you had no money, it was also possible a separate object, such as butter, to exchange  for 

another object, such as tobacco. The black market trade was formerly a very fair trade. It 

was not cheated, what was agreed, was also done. The “Brandenburger Tor” in “Berlin 

Mitte” was the place where the black market was greatest represented. There was 

everything you needed. Since the black market is illegal, the Germans had often feared 

police raids, because only the Germans were punished. 
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                  Police razzia at the black market at Brandenburger Tor 1945 

                                                   

 

 
Today (2014):   
 

Today, the black market is not so peaceful. It is not traded more with food or aftershave 

but with drugs, cigarettes, event tickets, and drugs. The drug and cigarette trade is 

particularly widespread. The “Brandenburger Tor” is no longer a place for illegal 

transactions. In “Berlin Kreuzberg” the dealers have found their place in the "Görlitzer 

Park" to sell their products. There were 138 police raids in the last year. Thus, the dealer 

will however little intimidated. In order to curb the drug trade in Görlitzer Park, the 



District Mayor Monika Herrmann wants to open a legal Coffeshop. In this it should be 

possible to buy his cannabis. Many local people share the opinion of the District Mayor, 

others see it more critical because just because it would be possible to buy weed, it does 

not mean that the trade with harder drugs will be smaller, maybe even bigger. 

But Kreuzberg is not the only place, where is much illegal trade. In Berlin, there are 

currently more than 350 illegal outlets for the Russian cigarette brand "Jin Ling". Every 

second people in Berlin will now consume these kind of cigarettes. 
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Place: Kreuzberg, Friedrichshain, Neukölln, Alexanderplatz…  


