
“Kommune 1” 

"Kommune 1" was founded in 1967 by students of the Student Association (SDS) in West-Berlin. A 
community can be defined as a group of same-minded people, in this case a similar political 
opinion against the ruling elite and most of the the civil society. The "Kommune 1" was the first 
living community in Germany.

First it was established in the district of Friedenau in the apartment of the writer Uwe Johnson 
who at the time was abroad. The community had moved several times until the final location at 
Stephankiez was founded. Fritz Teufel, Dieter Kunzelmann, Ulrich Enzensberger, his former sister-
in-law Dagrun and her 9-years-old daughter Tanaquil Enzensberger, Volker Gebbert, Dorothea 
Ridder, Dagmar Seehuber, and later Rainer Langhans and Uschi Obermaier lived their dream of a 
better society.

The common idea of "family" at that time was seen by the members of "Kommune 1" as "cell of 
fascism" which was supposed to be destroyed. The community was created as a model against the 
classical bourgeois family and the residents wanted to live without any hierarchy and smugness 
and fought for free sexuality. Everyone in the community women, men and children as well had 
equal rights and the idea of flat sharing seemed to be an ideal possibility of an alternative lifestyle. 
They lived by the motto Love, Sex, Drugs and Rock´n´Roll. Also prominent visitors like Jimi Hendrix 
came and lived in "Kommune 1" for a short time.

At the beginning the members tried to break with old ideals of education and told each other their 
biographies. But soon their living community felt to be too single-edged and they started planning 
political actions. The first one was the pudding attempt on the U.S. vice president Hubert 
Humphrey but one day before the assassination the bombers were arrested and called horror 
Communards by the press even though the bombs were only filled with pudding, flour and 
yoghurt.



                   

Almost every single week the "Kommune 1" lanced a satirical provocation like climbing the top of 
Kaiser-Wilhelm-Gedächtniskirche near Kurfürstendamm and throwing down Mao-Bibles. Towards 
the end of 1969, the commune was raided and the last residents had moved out.
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