
Migration and Integration 

Berlin was and is still a city of immigrants. 

In 1700, Protestant religious refugees (Huguenots) came from 

Catholic France to Germany. Of the 20 000 came, nearly 5000 to 

Berlin and its surrounding area. They enriched Berlin economically, 

socially, culturally and culinary. 

 (Abb.1 Wellcome of French refugees by the Great’ 

 Elector of Brandenburg)                    During the first third of the 19th century many people fled because of their 

poverty and because of their political convictions to America. 

The city had grown rapidly until the First World War: The population 

quadrupled to nearly four million. The population increase was almost 

entirely due to immigration. In addition to others, many immigrants came 

from Poland.  Although dominated in Berlin these migrants who worked 

mostly in numerous newly created industries. However, there were also 

many students, intellectuals or artists. But the everyday lives of immigrants 

mostly looked bad the problems of monetary acquisition, housing and the  

                                                         supply with the necessities weighing on the people. 

 Chases, escapes and expulsion dominated the emigration from Germany during the 

Nazi regime. On the other hand hundreds of thousands people were deported to 

Germany to work as forced laborer, especially in the defense industry during the 

Second World War. 

Due to the economic boom in Western Europe after the Second World War (Marshall-

Plan) workers were missing in West Germany. Between 1955-1968 , recruitment 

agreements between the Federal Republic and other countries such as Italy, Turkey, 

Greece , Spain were signed to solve the problem.  So the foreign workers were 

allowed to come to Germany working for a short time. These guest workers have been 

useful to stimulate the economy but they were not really welcome. However, approximately the half of 

them stayed in Germany further on and joined their families too. ("We called for workforce, but there came 

persons" (Erich Fried) ) 

To the GDR people came too, working there. They came from Vietnam, Poland, Mozambique and other 

socialist countries. They lived mostly strictly separated from the rest of the population, in common 

accommodations. 

However, West Berlin was also vanishing point for Germans: Until the 

construction of the Wall in 1961 West Berlin was the last loophole for people 

from the GDR to escape to West Germany. 

Today Berlin is a diverse city  with a population composed of  about 180 

nations . The immigrants influenced and still influence the city economically, 

(Abb.4:picture: camp for GDR refugees in West-Berlin, Marienfelde) 
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