
The Borsig Enterprise 
 
When you leave the subway U6 in 
Tegel at the station “Borsigwerke” 
you can see a big, glorious gate, 
which is located lonely and 
abandoned in the area. Thousand 
people walk daily trough that gate 
without being aware of its history. 
Under younger generations the 
name Borsig stands for a shopping 
centre named “Hallen am 
Borsigturm” or Halls at Borsiggate. 
The actual tower is used for office 
in addition and private purposes 
since 2009 and was previously not 
accessible for visitors.      (Gate of Borsig factory area today. www. wikipedia.org/wiki/Borsig_) 

But what has the whole meaning with a gate, which stands alone without any connection 
points in the area?  
Everything happened 175 years before as Johann Friedrich August Borsig established an 
Enterprise for the construction of screws and track chairs for steam engines. By the 
industrialization the enterprise built now the first own steam engine. Until then no one had 
expected the huge success. For in the first test drive the steam engine of Borsig could even 
argue against the competition from England. Soon the company was one of the most 
successful in Europe. 
On a 2, 4 hectare large property was built a new plant, which had even its own port. The 
company in its heyday had a total of three locations. The organization within the plant and the 
protection of all workers were considered exemplary. Until the beginning of the ' 20s were 
sold around 10,000 steam engines. But then the economic crisis and the AEG, a renowned 
electrical company, bought shares in the company, which kept the operation before closing. 
During the Second World War the company had hired 5,600 foreign forced laborers and in 
1950 was bought by a Rheinmetall AG.  
Large parts of the plant were destroyed during the bombing of Berlin. Leftover was taken by 
the Red Army in possession. In the end' of the 90's followed a new beginning for the 
enterprise. Two decades this AG manufactured machine tools until she was finally bought by 
a new company named German Babcock AG in Oberhausen. Since the AG used only small 
portions of the plant the land in Tegel slammed the State of Berlin and the metal production 
was discontinued. Remaining of the entering in Tegel is only the gate, which still in place and 
provided stands.  
Today that company Borsig GmbH belongs to a company in Malaysia and is market leader in 
the development and manufacture of machines for the cooling of gases. Borsig employs 
roughly 60% of its employees abroad and is indispensable in the market.  
The success persists despite heavy years in the past and everyone knows his name. 


